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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The indicated allowability of claims 21 -29 is withdrawn in view of the newly 
discovered reference(s) to Japanese Publication No. 2000-26002. Rejections based on 
the newly cited reference(s) follow. The examiner regrets not finding this reference at 
an earlier time, and regrets any inconvenience that may have been caused by this 
Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-4 and 6-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 1 , this claim does not positively recite the structure that controls 
movement of the diverter to the second position. As such, it is unclear what controls the 
movement of the diverter. For example, claim 1 now recites "the diverter controlled to 
move to a second position when the drive roll rotates in a second direction to align a 
second guide edge of the diverter to guide the first media sheet out of the first media 
nip", (emphasis added). 

Regarding claim 6, this claim now depends from claim 5, which was canceled . 
As such, it is unclear what limitations are included in claim 6. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 10,12 and 21-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Japanese Publication No. 2000-26002. 

Regarding claim 10, Figs. 1-12 show a device to move media sheets (9-1 and 9- 
2) simultaneously within an image forming apparatus (Fig. 1) comprising: 

a drive roll (13-1) positioned against a first roll (13-2) to form a first nip and 
positioned against a second roll (13-3) to form a second nip; 

a diverter (14) positioned completely upstream from the drive roll (13-1) and 
operatively connected to the drive roll (13-1) and having a first guide edge (edge inside 
element 14) and a second guide edge (top surface of element 14), the diverter (14) 
adapted to be positioned between a first orientation (up) and a second orientation 
(down); 

the diverter (14) positioned in the first orientation (up) when the drive roll (13-1) 
rotates in a first rotational direction (counter-clockwise) to guide along the first guide 
edge (edge inside element 14) a first media sheet (9-1) that is driven by the first nip in a 
first direction (left); 

the diverter (14) positioned in the second orientation (down) when the drive roll 
(13-1) rotates in a second rotational direction (clockwise) to guide along the second 
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guide edge (top surface of element 14) the first media sheet (9-1 ) that is driven by the 
first nip in a second direction (right), and simultaneously guide a second media sheet (9- 
2) along the first guide edge (edge inside element 14) that is being driven by the second 
nip in the first direction (left). 

Regarding claim 1 2, Figs. 1 -1 2 and the English Abstract disclose that the first roll 
(13-2) and the second roll (13-3) are positioned in contact with the drive roll (13-1) and 
rotation of the drive roll (13-1) rotates both the first roll (13-2) and the second roll (13-3). 

Regarding claim 21, Figs. 1-12 and the English Abstract disclose a method of 
simultaneously moving two media sheets with a drive roll (13-1) in an image forming 
device (Fig. 1 ), the method comprising the steps of: 

rotating a drive roll (13-1) in a first rotational direction (counter-clockwise); 

positioning a diverter (14) in a first orientation (up) and directing a first media 
sheet (9-1 ) moving along a first media path into a first nip formed between the drive roll 
(13-1) and a first roll (13-2); 

reversing the drive roll (13-1 ) to a second rotational direction (clockwise) while 
the first media sheet (9-1 ) is within the first nip; 

positioning the diverter (14) in a second orientation (down) and directing the first 
sheet (9-1) out of the first nip and simultaneously directing a second media sheet (9-2) 
into a second nip formed between the drive roll (13-1) and a second roll (13-3); and 

rotating the drive roll (13-1) and simultaneously moving the first sheet (9-1) in a 
second direction out of the first nip and moving the second sheet (9-2) in a first direction 
out of the second nip. 
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Regarding claim 22, Figs. 1-12 and the English Abstract disclose reversing the 
direction of the drive roll (13-1) to the second rotational direction (clockwise) causes the 
diverter to move to the second orientation (down). 

Regarding claim 23, Figs. 1 -1 2 and the English Abstract disclose that the step of 
reversing the direction of the drive roll (13-1) to the second rotational direction 
(clockwise) occurs after a trailing edge of the first sheet (9-1 ) passes beyond the 
diverter (14). 

Regarding claim 24, Figs. 1-12 and the English Abstract disclose partially 
extending the first media sheet (9-1) out of the image forming device (Fig. 1) before 
reversing the drive roll (13-1) to the second rotational direction (clockwise). 

Regarding claim 25, Figs. 1-12 and the English Abstract disclose rotating the 
drive roll (13-1) and moving the first sheet (9-1) in the second direction out of the first 
nip and into a duplexing path (Fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 26, Figs. 1-12 and the English Abstract disclose moving the 
second sheet (9-2) in the first direction out of the second nip and discharging the 
second sheet (9-2) from the image forming device (Fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 27, Figs. 1-12 and the English Abstract disclose a method of 
simultaneously moving two media sheets (9-1 and 9-2) with a drive roll (13-1) in an 
image forming device (Fig. 1), the method comprising the steps of: 

rotating a drive roll (13-1) in a first rotational direction (counter-clockwise); 

directing a first media sheet (9-1) along a first guide edge (inside edge) of a 
diverter (14) into a first nip formed between the drive roll (13-1) and a first roll (13-2); 
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moving the first sheet (9-1 ) through the first nip in a first direction (left) and 
partially out of the image forming device (Fig. 1); 

reversing the drive roll (13-1 ) to a second rotational direction (clockwise) and 
pulling the first sheet (9-1) moving in a second direction (right) in the first nip into the 
image forming device (Fig. 1); 

positioning the diverter (14) in a second orientation (down) and directing the first 
sheet (9-1) moving in the second direction (right) out of the first nip and into a duplexing 
path (Fig. 2) while simultaneously directing a second media sheet (9-2) into a second 
nip formed between the drive roll (13-1) and a second roll (13-3). 

Regarding claim 28, Figs. 1-12 and the English Abstract disclose rotating the 
drive roll (13-1) and moving the first sheet (9-1) in the second direction (right) out of the 
first nip and moving the second sheet (9-2) in the first direction (left) out of the second 
nip and out of the image forming device (Fig. 1 ). 

Regarding claim 29, Figs. 1-12 and the English Abstract disclose a method of 
simultaneously moving two media sheets (9-1 and 9-2) with a drive roll (13-1) in an 
image forming device (Fig. 1 ), the method comprising the steps of: 

directing a first media sheet (9-1 ) moving along a first media path and contacting 
a leading edge against the drive roll (13-1); 

rotating the drive roll (13-1) in a first rotational direction (counter-clockwise) and 
moving the leading edge along the drive roll (13-1) and into a first nip formed between 
the drive roll (1 3-1 ) and a first roll (1 3-2); 
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reversing the drive roll (13-1) to a second rotational direction (clockwise) while 
the first media sheet (9-1 ) is within the first nip; 

while the first media sheet (9-1) is within the first nip, directing a second media 
sheet (9-2) moving along the first media path and contacting the second media sheet 
(9-2) leading edge against the drive roll (13-1) and into a second nip formed between 
the drive roll (13-1) and a second roll (13-3); and 

rotating the drive roll (13-1 ) and simultaneously moving the first media sheet (9- 
1 ) in a first direction (right) out of the first nip and moving the second media sheet (9-2) 
in a second direction (left) out of the second nip. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 13-18 and 20 are allowed. Claims 1-4 and 7-9 would be allowable 
if rewritten or amended to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd 
paragraph, set forth in this Office action. The allowability of claim 6 cannot be 
determined in view of the fact that this claim currently depends from a canceled claim. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to THOMAS A. MORRISON whose telephone number 
is (571 )272-7221 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Mackey can be reached on (571) 272-6916. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Patrick H. Mackey/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 3653 
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